
7
Hot Tips 

for a 
Rockin’Reel!



Congratulations! You’ve finally obtained all of your amazing footage that 
you worked so hard on. Perhaps that includes that TV pilot or all those indie 
films, student films, and/or web series you got to star in! The next step, as 
you may know, is to accurately showcase you and your brand. Having a pro-
fessional reel will place you in a strategic position with the most important 
industry folks! So, as requested, here are some of the most helpful tips to 
keep in mind when it comes to creating your rockin’ reel.

Do start your reel with the focus on you.

This is your reel. Not the celebrity’s who you may be sharing a scene with. 
(They either already have a reel, or don’t need one.) Immediately make 
it clear who the audience should be looking at. This is your time to shine!

While this may have been all the rage back in the ‘good ‘ol days’ of the 
early 2000’s, your audience’s time is extremely valuable. An agent once 
commented that he could have looked at 10 headshots by the time the 
intro was finished. Grab their attention right away and save any kind of 
fun montage for the end of your reel. 

Plan how you would like to build your demo reel, so that it can be cus-
tomized to fit your needs. You’ll need to know where your scenes are 
ahead of time, so organization and preparation are key. Stay staying 
consistent with your brand. 

Editing your professional reel is a collaborative process. Never just toss 
all your clips, discs, and thumb drives to your editor and say “Ok, go!” 
This is a vision you both must share. Both of your time (and money) 
would be much better spent if you plan ahead and begin with a clear 
vision of what you would like to achieve with your demo reel. 
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Don’t start the reel w/a long extended opening, and/or a cool, flashy montage. 

Do come prepared with your own ideas!  

Don’t hand over all of your footage to your editor to sort through. 



Do aim to have your reel look as clean and professional as possible. 

The footage that that you intend to use still may need some tweaking 
in terms of color and audio. A skilled editor would know how to apply 
the appropriate ‘tweaks’. A bit of enhancing can go a long way in making 
some of the footage with ’questionable quality’ look more appealing. 

Focus on making your demo reel brand centric. Quality over quantity will 
pique your audience’s interest. A reel that is 2½ min. or less, or, having 
individual clips is ample time to showcase the types of roles you would 
be right for. Chances are the folks who are viewing your reel will also be 
viewing several other reels as well, so your reel needs to be succinct, to the 
point, and most importantly focused on you. It’s better to have 1 minute 
of quality footage than 3 minutes of ‘filler’. Always leave the audience 
wanting more.

Just as you would hire a professional headshot photographer, a professional 
editor will use your footage to craft a reel that will best represent you. 
They’ll be well versed on how to work with the different formats that the 
footage will come in and then export into the appropriate compressions 
for the various sites. Editing is a technical, exacting process. Someone with a 
professional eye will help with choosing the best clips and arrange them in a 
way that leaves your reel interesting and fun to watch!

Enjoy the process...have fun! Relish in your accomplishments of not only having 
received all of your footage (finally), but also having quality material to put 
on a reel; one that may very well book you your dream role!

At Latour de Force Productions we’ll make sure your demo reel is uniquely 
YOU & sets you apart from the competition so you can start booking!

 Click here to get started on creating your rockin’ reel!

Don’t try to include every single scene you’re in. 

Do hire a professional demo reel editor.
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http://latourdeforceproductions.com/contact-location/

